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Background  

Nile is the longest river in the world, 

measuring over 5584 km. It flows 

through ten countries located in 

Central, East and North Africa: Uganda, 

Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania, 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 

Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan and 

Egypt.  



Background  

However, no analytical research has been conducted to date 

focusing on efforts of negotiation using people-to-people 

diplomacy to address Ethiopia’s and Egypt’s disagreement in 

utilizing the Nile water. This is because no such action has been 

taken by both countries till the 25 January 2011 Egyptian 

revolution. 



Ethiopia-Egypt 

Relations in Utilizing 

the Nile Water  

The issue of equitable access to the Nile 

water has particularly impacted 

negatively on the relationship between 

Ethiopia, the highest contributor of the 

Nile water and Egypt, the biggest 

consumer of the Nile water. 



These altercations indicate the existing 

rough relations between the two countries. 

After the 25 January Egyptian revolution, 

however, the trend seems to change 

particularly from the Egyptian side focusing 

more on people-to-people relations and 

negotiation instead of citing the 1929 and 

1959 treaties. 
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This is evidenced by the visit of an Egyptian 

Public Diplomacy Delegation, from 29 April 

to 2 May 2011 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.   

Members of the delegation were 48 public 

figures including three presidential 

candidates, parliamentarians, scholars, and 

representatives of revolutionary youth 

movement of January 25th.  
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The purpose of the visit was to promote 
and encourage a more collaborative 
approach on issues related to the Nile 
Basin water distribution and to strengthen 
initiatives that contribute to such 
collaboration.  
The Delegation met with different high 
level government officials including the 
Prime Minister. The Public Diplomacy 
Delegation visit was followed by a high 
level delegation led by Egyptian Prime 
Minister, Mr. Essam Sharaf, from 13 May to 
14 May 2011. 



The Ethiopian Government reacted positively 

to the move by the Egyptian Government and 

people. Consequently, Ethiopia has agreed to 

hold the ratification of the Common 

Framework Agreement (CFA), until Egyptians 

establish a Government.  

Moreover, the Ethiopian Government 

reconfirmed to the officials and the Egyptian 

public that the recently started Renaissance 

Dam, will not cause any harm on the water 

flow.  
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The two countries also agreed to establish a 
committee comprised of experts from 
Ethiopia, Egypt, Sudan and other countries 
to evaluate the impact of the dam on the 
environment and other aspects.  
After these visits, discussions about 
collaborating in investment, education and 
health has started between the two 
countries. This is a good start, which might 
lead to working together for the common 
good of the two countries. If Ethiopia and 
Egypt can work collaboratively, they will 
have mutual benefits in many ways. 
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For example, Egypt can have a more secured 

water resource as it depends entirely on the 

Nile for its fresh water needs. On the other 

hand, Ethiopia can benefit a lot from Egypt’s 

technical support and expertise necessary to 

establish a more efficient irrigation system in 

utilizing its other river basins for sustainable 

food production.  
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